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MAD HATTER
MATTERS
Brought to you by the children and educators of Mad Hater House

More feature stories in this
issue:

WELCOME

Upcoming Events and Reminders,
StroyPark - p 2

Wow! What a busy month May has been and June looks like it's

Our new room names - p 3
MHH Connections - pp 4 and 5
An Update from Nonna's Nook - p 6
An update from Grandma's Gables
-p7

heading in the same direction! We've welcomed new families, had a
whole lot of updates to our physical environment (you may have
noticed the new fence for instance!), room name changes, excursions,
and of course a whole lots of learning and fun!
Lisa and Michelle also headed to the Wauchope PS for a special
information session for parents of children with additional needs. We
are hoping that we can continue to work closely with the local
primary schools to ensure a smooth transition for all children.

An Update from Poppy's Place - p 8
Meet the Family - p 9

We have also been working on our Service Inclusion Profile to ensure
that we are providing the best education and care for all children at
our Service.
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Mad Hatter Matters
Upcoming
Events

Healthy Kids Bus Stop - Thursday
9th of June (location to be confirmed)
Wauchope Public School
Kindergarten Expo - Wednesday
15th of June 9:30am-10:30am
ACECQA Assessment and Rating
Visit - sometime between 6th of June
and 20th of August

Reminders
SPARE CLOTHES
It's getting a bit cold outside, but we still think it's
important for children to have lots of time outdoors.
Please still remember to bring along spare clothes in
case your children needs them. Gumboots and warm
clothes recommend.
BREAD BAGS
Please remember to bring along your bread bags and
drop them in to out Wonder Collection Box, and help us
to collect point to exchange for sporting equipment.
LOST PROPERTY
We have quite a bit of lost property displayed at the
office. Please check it out!

World Environment Day - Sunday 5th
of June
School Readiness and Transition
Information Night- Wednesday 20th
of July, 6pm
STEPS Eye Screening - Wednesday
16th of August, 11:30am

Introducing
StoryPark
Many of our Educators at MHH, like you,
have busy lives with young children. We
get that you want to know all about the
learning that's happening for your child
while they are away from you at MHH.
We also know that you'd love the
chance to share about your child's
interest and needs, and any goals that
you may have for your children. We also
get that it can be hard to know how and
when to fit all of this in!
That's one of the many reasons we
have decided to introduce StoryPark to
our Service. Check out the factsheet
below for more info about StoryPark.
And please, please, please, let us know
if you have any questions at all!
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Mad Hatter Matters
Introducing our new room names
We wanted to make sure that the spaces our children learn, play and
grow in, were something special and unique. Our new names are Nonna's
Nook (0-2), Grandma's Gables (2-3), and Poppy's Place (3+)

Curious and Curiouser
I once knew a girl
And down she did fall
Though she wasn’t expecting it
She fell through the floor
It wasn’t the usual one
It was something way more
A magical, wonderful
Fall through a door
The door was bright orange
It pulled her right in
To a place where everyone
Fit perfectly in
It felt like a home
But was also unique
Where love was the language

Grandmas Gables is next
Not too big or too small
Where children belonged
And were free to explore
In Poppy’s Place children thrived
As they were trusted and viewed
As competent, capable,
They learned so much too

They all learned to speak
Nonna’s Nook was a space
For the especially small
Where they’d be cared for and

So when Alice fell down
Through the hole in the floor
And found her way down
Through the Magical Door

nurtured
They’d feel a hundred feet tall

It would change her forever
She’d get the best start
As Mad Hatter House was
A place full of heart
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Mad Hatter Matters
BIGGEST UPSIDE DOWN MORNING TEA

Our Biggest Upside Down Morning Tea was a huge success raising over $400 for the
Cancer Council.
Thank you to all our educators and children for their baking skills, our children for their
sign-making, our chickens for their eggs and of course to everyone who donated.
It was also a wonderful chance for us to have a chat with families and children in our new
front courtyard.

NATIONAL SIMILTANEOUS STORYTIME
Our children joined in with
other children around the
country for National
Simultaneous Storytime. This
years book was ‘Family Tree’
by Josh Pyke and illustrated
by Ronojoy Ghosh. This book
celebrates family, community
and the seasons of life.

LIBRARY EXCURSIONS
How lucky are we, at MHH, to be able to walk
down the street and into a world of
wonderful books. We have recently started a
regular excursion to Wauchope Library and
it’s been a big hit! We hope that this
opportunity inspires children and connects
them with our community.
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Mad Hatter Matters

National Reconciliation Week
National Reconciliation Week—held every year from 27 May to 3 June—is a time for all Australians
to learn about our shared histories, cultures, and achievements, and to explore how each of us
can contribute to achieving reconciliation in Australia. At its heart, reconciliation is about
strengthening relationships between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and nonIndigenous peoples, for the benefit of all Australians. National Reconciliation Week provides a
focus for working towards our goal of a just equitable and reconciled Australia

Assessment and Rating
As an Early Childhood Education and Care Service, Mad Hatter House, follows relevant
requirements of the Education and Care Services National Law and Education and Care Services
National Regulations and the National Quality Standards (NQS).
The National Quality Standards cover seven key areas of a Services operations. They are
Quality Area 1: Educational Program and Practice
Quality Area 2: Children's Health and Safety
Quality Area 3: Physical Environment
Quality Area 4: Staffing Arrangements
Quality Area 5: Relationships with Children
Quality Area 6: Collaborative Partnerships with Families and Communities
Quality Area 7: Governance and Leadership
Anytime between the 6th of June and the 12th of August, Mad Hatter House will be receiving a visit
from an Assessment and Rating Officer from the NSW Department of Education (Early Childhood
Directorate). We will be given notice of the exact dates five days prior to the visit. The visit will last
two days. This visit, alongside our own self-assessment, will hopefully help us showcase our
strengths as a Service, and to identify improvement opportunities. We hope to continue to receive
your feedback and input in to these Quality Areas.
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Mad Hatter Matters
An Update from Nonna's Nook
Reflecting on Reflections.
In our new Nonna's Nook, our children have taken a very keen interest in looking
at one another, and themselves, in the glass panels. Children seemed fascinated
by their reflections and would often look to educators or other children to
express their interest or delight.
Our Educators commit to the Early Years
Learning Framework (EYLF) Practices, and
are responsive to all children’s strengths,
abilities and interests. To support this
interest, Educators added mirrors to the
learning environment, and watched this
interest continue to grow and develop.

These babies are developing skills such as inquiry and
investigating. (EYLF Outcome 4)
Going further, children have begun to use this interest in
looking at themselves to look more deeply at identities, with
the opportunity to see themselves and their families
reflected in the environment through photos in many
different formats. (EYLF Outcome 1)
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Mad Hatter Matters
An Update from Grandma's Gables
Grandma's Gables Rocks!
What is the most fascinating and useful thing you can think of? Any chance you’d
say rocks? We think that’s the answer many of our Grandmas Gables children
would give us!
Rocks have been an ongoing interest for many of our children and our wonderful
educators have seen this interest as an amazing opportunity and have been
observing and extending on this interest.
Children have demonstrated different ways rocks make wonderful tools for
learning about maths. Some children have been using rocks to notice attributes
like size, shape, colour and texture of rocks. Noticing these things is the first step
in classifying objects, and important numeracy skill. Some children have explored
comparisons like which are heavier or lighter, bigger or smaller rocks. Some
children have even taken an interest in counting the rocks. These skills and
dispositions are the powerful mathematical ideas children need to become
numerate. (EYLF Outcome 5)
There have also been rock balancing acts, as children developed their scientific
skills, questioning, problem solving and using trial and error. These skills and
processes such as problem solving, enquiry, experimentation, hypothesising,
researching and investigating are demonstrating their confidence as leaners.
(EYLF Outcome 4)
The rocks have also inspired some creative expression as children joyfully painted
the rocks (and sometimes themselves!) with a great sense of purpose. (EYLF
Outcome 5)
We can’t wait to see where else this project takes us!
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Mad Hatter Matters
An Update from Poppy's Place
Who are we?
Our Poppy's Place children have been sharing what makes them
special. It is important the children develop a strong sense of
identity (EYLF Outcome 1) We've discovered that identity is much
more than just how we look; identity is about how we feel, our
culture, our beliefs and our family history.
Poppy's Place has been looking at our country, Australia and
Wauchope, our town as well as the people around us. We've
discussed Aboriginal people as Australia's first people and the
impact European settlement has had on the Aboriginal Culture
and People. Children are learning the perspective of being hurt
and have been discussing what happens when we feel hurt. This
has been an opportunity to reflect on why we say sorry, and how
we say sorry to First Nations people, for hurt the hurt that has
been caused. This has been a timely reflection at the time of
National Sorry Day and Reconciliation Week.

Building on from this
concept of identity, children
and educators have shared
lots of conversations around
family and explored how all
our families are different.

PAGE|

08

Mad Hatter Matters
MEET THE MAD HATTERS FAMILY
We thought this would be a lovely opportunity to share with you some of the wonderful
individuals that help make Mad Hatter House such a special place. This month we wanted
to focus on Quality Area 1 from the National Quality Standards. Quality Area 1 is all about a
Services Educational Program and Practice.
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Noah appears to love learning
whilst secure and cuddly with a
nurturing educator.
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Charlotte seems to love the support
she has to practice what she has
learned at home and in the
community, here at Mad Hatters….
Playing cafes, pouring her hot
chocolate, sipping from it carefully,
and making “this so delicious“ and
sipping noises!

"As a parent, I love that the
"I
learning at Mad Hatters is
engaging and beneficial to my
children’s growing curiosity of
how things work."
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"I love that we as educators at Mad
Hatter House, that as educators
are always reflecting and willing to
learn and try something new"
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What do you love about learning at Mad Hatter House?

"At Mad Hatter House I love to
paint!"
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